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PART 1

Choose a group of objects from the content links. Explore the objects in lots of 
detail: What was the function? What materials? What narratives do they tell?

This DNA double helix model, built by Watson and Crick in 1953, marks a major breakthrough in 
molecular biology and serves as both a scientific tool and a powerful symbol. Constructed with metal 
rods and wires, it accurately represents the structure of DNA and illustrates how genetic information 
is stored and replicated. The model tells a story of collaboration and controversy—highlighting 
overlooked contributions like those of Rosalind Franklin—and symbolizes deeper themes of human 
identity, the origins of life, and the ethical boundaries of scientific control. Today, it transcends its 
original purpose, becoming a rich metaphor for the body, information, and our technological future.

OUTCOME

CLICK THE LINK TO WATCH: https://youtu.be/0vQdVCRWntI

One exhibit that resonated with me was a model of DNA made entirely of wire. It was simple yet powerful 
– two spirals of wire suspended in mid-air, connected by delicate links. Despite the simplicity of the 
material, the structure was full of rhythm and movement. It seemed to come alive, as if the wires were 
quietly pulsing with invisible information.
 
The work made me reflect on the nature of DNA itself – not just a biological component, but an internal 
code that silently runs each human body. The use of wire reinforced this idea; it looked like a circuit, like 
a part of a machine, but arranged in an organic spiral. I was amazed at how something so mechanical 
could be so human. The model seemed to be at the intersection of life and technology – a perfect echo of 
my own project exploring the meaning of DNA as a digital code of existence.
 
The exhibit was in a large glass case that allowed me to view it from different angles, which enhanced 
the sense that it was both a design piece and a living structure. I was deeply aware of the complexity 
within each human body and quietly appreciated how invisible systems – whether genetic or digital – 
define us.
 
This experience made me realize that science and design are deeply connected. A DNA strand is more than 
just data; it has shape, emotion, and presence. It inspired me to bring the same feeling to my own work: 
designing with code, not just as a function, but as a life form.


